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NSHA Research Ethics Board (REB) Requirements and FAQ 

 

Our current mandate and priorities: 

1. Allow the recruitment of research participants in non-COVID interventional studies 

if you can demonstrate to the REB that: 

a. Proper PPE is available for research staff and participants on site; 

b. NS Health resources will accommodate your research requirements outside 

standard of care.  Proof can be as simple as a confirmation email from the 

resource to a member of the team listed in the ethics amendment form (EAF); 

and 

c. Proper social distancing protocols are in place on site.  

2. Allow the recruitment of research participants in non-COVID non-interventional 

studies.  If you require in-person contact with participants, please demonstrate to 

the REB that proper PPE and social distancing procedures are in place. 

3. Minimize risks to patients, participants, and research staff by reducing in-person 

contact, ensuring proper PPE is available, and practicing social distancing protocols. 

4. Reduce the demand on NS Health resources, such as diagnostic imaging, laboratory 

services, and pharmacy, to allow these services to concentrate their much-needed 

efforts on standard of care and COVID-19 emergency relief.  

5. Weekly REB meetings have resumed and are taking place on-line.  This means the 

REB is reviewing: 

a. All protocols, including all full board EAFs;  

b. All amendments/events;  

c. And prioritizing COVID-19 research (including protocol reviews, 

amendments, and other related events) 

6. Please review the federal Panel on Research Ethics’ message on research ethics 

review during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

I obtained REB approval for my study prior to the pandemic and then it was paused. Do 

I need to submit an amendment so that my study can start again? 

 For any changes in your protocols such as reopening your research, beginning 

recruitment, and/or change in informed consent procedures due to COVID-19, 

please fill out our new amendment titled NSHA COVID-19 Research Reinstatement 

Amendment. 

 This amendment is located in the Events section of your ROMEO application.  

o Exemptions:  

1) Any interventional study that has been operating through the pandemic 

and does not plan to recruit  

2) Active observational studies  

3) If nothing is changing in your study as a result of research reopening 

https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/nr-cp_2020-04-29.html
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/nr-cp_2020-04-29.html
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 Researchers are ultimately responsible for communicating with their sponsors 

regarding innovative methods to resume research. 

 

See the figure below for directions on how to access the new amendment: 

 

 

 

Can I use E-consent when I resume recruitment?  

Yes, the REB strongly encourages research groups to use REDCap eConsents for their 

informed consent.  Information on eConsent and how to get started is available on ROMEO 

in the Attachment tab among templates and checklists.  The REB will also be hosting 

another webinar July 27th from 12-1:30 on Zoom (see details below and in the upcoming 

R&I newsletter). Please keep in mind that eConsent is an electronic signature tool and does 

not replace the informed discussion research staff are mandated to have with their 

participants as per TCSP2. 

 

Current templates are available for interventional and non-interventional consent forms.  

Templates contain embedded questions throughout the form that we assume will allow the 

participant to make a more informed decision regarding their research participation.  

 

Logistics on how the informed consent process using eConsents is conducted are the 

responsibility of the research group. eConsents do not replace the informed discussion the 

research team must have with their participant and only serve as a remote and/or 

paperless tool for obtaining signatures. The research participant must obtain a copy of the 

signed eConsent once all parties have provided signatures. 

https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2018_chapter3-chapitre3.html
https://research-study.nshealth.ca/surveys/?s=YPMAWXTJAD
https://research-study.nshealth.ca/surveys/?s=WY9MY8FAHD
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eConsent for Health Canada regulated trials: 

Although eConsent is available to use for all research groups, we advise caution regarding 

its use for Health Canada regulated trials at this time.  The REB and RMU are currently 

finalizing all required documentation for our REDCap software validation as described in 

GUI-0100 Guidance Document Part C, Division 5 of the Food and Drug Regulations “Drugs 

for Clinical Trials Involving Human Subjects.” The validation documentation should be 

ready in the fall.   

 

Regulations regarding e-consent: ensuring compliance 

1. Researchers are ultimately responsible for ensuring compliance and proper use and 

storage of eConsents. 

2. eConsents must follow the REDCap Terms of Reference. 

3. The use of eConsent requires REB approval before use with research participants. 

4. The signed eConsent must be stored in REDCap and not downloaded on a desktop 

unless the need is clearly defined by policy or logistics to the REB. Copies of signed 

eConsents must be kept at a minimum for security and privacy of information.  

Additionally, NS Health servers are continuously backed up, keeping your research 

information safe and secure. 

5. The signature formats as presented in the templates is the approved format and 

must not be changed.  You must have the eConsent  

“Framework + auto-archiving” option checked within you REDCap eConsent form. 

6. Edit your departmental or research group informed consent SOPs to reflect 

eConsenting procedures (see instructions in ROMEO). 

7. The eConsent form must contain the ROMEO# in the downloadable PDF that will be 

kept by the participant (see instructions in ROMEO). 

8. Reminder: Consult the REB-SOP-7-001 Informed Consent Requirements and 

Documentation for further information on consenting research patients. You may 

also consult the Tri-Council Policy Statement 2018 chapter on informed consent 

and ICH-GCP E6 for additional information on informed consent national and 

international requirements.  

 

What constitutes an electronic signature? 

The eConsent framework available in REDCap with the addition of digitally written 

signature, typed name and date, consists of an electronic signature. The participant types 

their name at the end of the form, inserts the date (today button), and signs with a pen on 

a tablet or use a computer mouse (those signatures are considered valid as per Electronic 

Commerce Law). The participant then proceeds to the next page where they certify that the 

information reviewed in the ICF is correct, analogous to agreeing to terms and conditions 

on software. 

https://www.cdha.nshealth.ca/standard-operating-procedures-sops
https://www.cdha.nshealth.ca/standard-operating-procedures-sops
https://ethics.gc.ca/eng/tcps2-eptc2_2018_chapter3-chapitre3.html
https://www.fda.gov/media/93884/download
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Available training for e-consent 

Research and Innovation will be hosting another online training session for researchers 

Tuesday, July 27, 2020, from 12:00-1:30 pm. If your research group wishes to use e-

Consent, please attend the training session. 

 

Other acceptable methods of informed consent: 

Phone and video: Please consult our last FAQ issued June 8th for more information on how 

to consent research patients, whether at home or the office. Verbal consent should only be 

used if written consent/eConsent is not possible and its use must be justified to the REB.  

Verbal consent requires a witness to attest that informed consent was given. Ideally the 

witness should be present for the entire process; if this is not feasible, document why.  

 

For both methods, please ensure proper detailed documentation, ideally per an established 

Standard Operating Procedure.  

 

For additional information on verbal consent, please consult TCSP2 Chapter 3. 

 

Phone: 

 Use of your personal home or cell phone to speak with study patients is acceptable.  

 You should block your personal phone number when calling by using *67 on your 

iPhone, through settings or accessing the phone app on Android phones prior to 

making your call.  

 Do not store any participant information in your contact list.  

 Do not keep study participant phone numbers in your call history.  

 Delete the number after each call.  

 Do not provide personal contact numbers to study patients.  

 Use pagers or emails if patients need to get in contact with you or have your study 

patients call your office number to contact you. Ensure your voicemail greeting is 

specific to when or how often messages are retrieved and provide instruction for 

study patients to seek medical attention immediately if they have a medical concern.  

 To access your voicemail from home dial 902-473-8000 and follow the prompts. If 

you do not know your voicemail password please call IT at 902-473-3399.  

 

Written: This is our traditional method of informed consent. Considering the current 

environment and social distancing policies, please minimize the exchange of paper copies.   
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Instructions for operations at the Centre for Clinical Research July 2020 

 

Purpose 

This section specifies conditions under which NSHA Research and Innovation (R&I) 

operations may be conducted in the Centre for Clinical Research (CCR) building during the 

COVID-19 pandemic as part of Phases I and II of the R&I ‘blueprint’ for restarting 

operations following the suspension of most of these on March 20, 2020. These 

instructions will be updated as we progress through other phases of the blueprint.   

 

Phase I 

During Phase I, patients/research participants are not yet permitted in the CCR as physical 

preparations are still in the works. Only R&I staff and Dalhousie personnel, along with other 

individuals such as couriers, are permitted in the building, and only the specific conditions 

outlined below.  

 

Staff: R&I staff and Dalhousie personnel are permitted to be on-site at the CCR only 

under the following conditions: 

- They are doing work that cannot be completed using work from home or virtual care 

options.  

- Effective July 21st, they wear non-medical masks when working in public areas as 

well as in non-clinical areas where they are not able to maintain physical distance 

from others. 

- They follow NSHA directives regarding self-monitoring for COVID-19 symptoms, 

staying or going home if symptomatic or self-isolating for 14 days following travel 

outside the Atlantic provinces. 

- They practice effective hand and respiratory hygiene. Hand sanitizer stations are 

located by the main entrance door on University Avenue. 

- They maintain physical distancing from others, including other R&I staff. 

o This includes shared spaces such as hallways, stairwells, kitchens, 

restrooms, and the elevator. 

 Due to the size of the elevator in the CCR, this means only one person 

may use it at a time.   

 Similarly only one person at a time is permitted in each restroom. 

o For some R&I teams, completing essential work in the CCR while maintaining 

physical distancing may require reconfiguration of workspaces (e.g. 

repositioning desks, taping off certain areas) and/or adjustments to timing 

of shifts to limit the number of staff on site at any one time. 

 Staggering employees who share offices to certain days of the week 

may have one employee working Monday, Wednesday, Friday and the 

other Tuesday and Thursday, then switching the following week. 

http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77686
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/when-to-seek-help/
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/docs/Self-Isolation-Information-for-Travellers-EN.pdf
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79784
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79704
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o Where it is not possible to maintain physical distancing through 

reconfiguration of workspaces or adjustments to shift timing, other 

workspace modifications such as Plexiglas barriers must be installed.  

 Requests for installation of barriers or other workspace modifications 

can be made through the Facilities Management portal (NSHA login 

required).   

- Principal Investigators are responsible for ensuring appropriate workplace 

accommodations for any of their staff who may be pregnant or otherwise at 

increased risk from COVID-19.  

 

All research teams should begin preparations for reintroducing services, per NSHA 

guidelines, in advance of Phase II. 

 

Phase II 

Beginning in Phase II, it will be permissible for patients who are research participants to 

enter the CCR, in addition to R&I staff and Dalhousie personnel, under specific conditions 

as outlined below.  

 

Staff: R&I staff and Dalhousie personnel are permitted to be on-site at the CCR only 

under the conditions specified above under Phase I. In addition to these: 

- Staff must wear medical masks, per NSHA directives, when interacting with study 

patients in person.  

- Effective July 21st, they must also wear non-medical masks when in public spaces, 

and in non-clinical areas where they cannot maintain physical distance from others. 

- Medical masks for staff can be obtained through the reception desk near the 

University Avenue entrance on the first floor.  

 

Patients/research participants: Participants in active studies are permitted to be on-site 

at the CCR only under the following conditions: 

- They are receiving, as part of the study, clinical testing or interventions that cannot 

be completed using virtual care or home delivery options. This may involve a mix of 

services provided in the CCR and in other NS Health clinic space.  

- Staff interacting with these individuals adhere to the NSHA Infection Prevention and 

Control (IPAC) Policy, including a phone screening for COVID-19 symptoms prior to 

asking the participant to come into the CCR. 

- Staff ensure their study patients follow NSHA directives regarding staying or going 

home if symptomatic or self-isolating for 14 days following travel outside the 

Atlantic Provinces. 

- Research staff prepare their CCR clinic space according to the NSHA’s COVID-19 

Infection Prevention and Control checklist for ambulatory and outpatient care 

settings. 

https://servicerequest.cdha.nshealth.ca/iFM-Portals/system/portals/index.cfm
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77539
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77535
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77535
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79975
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79975
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77988
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/nsha/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76157
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/nsha/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76157
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79144
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/when-to-seek-help/
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/docs/Self-Isolation-Information-for-Travellers-EN.pdf
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79618
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79618
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79618
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- Research staff ensure that their study patients and any support people (see below) 

register at the reception desk on the first floor of the CCR.  

- Staff ensure patients, and their support people, practice effective hand and 

respiratory hygiene. 

- Staff ensure patients, and their support people, maintain physical distancing from 

others, including other R&I staff. 

o This may require adjustment of appointment times to a ‘just in time’ regimen 

to avoid patients waiting in hallways or other common areas. Patients may 

not be permitted to wait for appointments inside the CCR. 

- Beginning July 21st, they wear masks except when these must be removed as part of 

the testing or interventions they are receiving at the CCR. 

o Masks for patients/research participants in the CCR can be obtained at the 

reception desk near the University Avenue entrance on the first floor.  

- In addition to following the COVID-19 IPAC Policy referenced above, PIs of studies 

involving participant contact in the CCR are responsible for working with their staff 

and with NSHA Facilities Management to ensure implementation of an appropriate 

cleaning and sanitizing regimen for any equipment or devices used.  

- Research staff should consult NSHA staff guidance on visitor restrictions during 

COVID-19 prior to asking patients to come in for an in-person visit.  

 

Support people for research patients: Patients in active studies may, if required, bring a 

support person(s) with them into the CCR per NSHA visitor restrictions (link updated 

June 23, 2020) provided the support person(s) comply with the same restrictions as the 

patients. Note that a language interpreter may also accompany patients, if needed, in 

addition to a person providing physical or emotional support. These individuals are also 

required to wear masks while in the CCR.  

 

Other individuals such as couriers and other essential vendors: Individuals other than 

R&I and Dalhousie personnel performing essential functions and patients in active 

studies (along with their approved support providers) are only permitted to enter the 

CCR provided they adhere to NSHA guidelines. 

http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79784
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79784
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79704
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79704
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76462
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76462
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79758
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79758
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79624
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76647
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FAQ For Compliance with Health Canada Regulations for Clinical Trials 

 

Do I require documentation of training for use of PPE? 

Yes – this could include a check-list, training log, or Note to File outlining your training 

with links to any NSHA COVID19 Hub used and/or any other method for training that aligns 

with NSHA. 

 

How do I see my patients? 

Like other NSHA patients, participants in clinical trials are only to be seen using virtual 

options except for necessary tests or treatments which must be administered in person. If 

you have not already done so, please work with your study sponsor to develop a plan for 

seeing your patients in this context.  

 Virtual visits:  

o Please review guidance documents from the NSHA and Doctors Nova Scotia to 

determine which virtual care options may be relevant for your study.  

o Remote/electronic and verbal options for consent and re-consent may be used 

with prior approval from the NSHA Research Ethics Board (REB). Note that any 

changes to previously REB-approved consent processes will require approval of a 

corresponding amendment by the REB as well as to the study’s relevant Standard 

Operating Procedure (SOP).  

 For remote consent, this will require:  

 Remote written informed consent 

 Confirmation of participant identity (e.g. witness) 

 Documentation of process 

 When feasible, written re-confirmation of informed consent from 

participant 

 For verbal/non-written consent, this will require: 

 Reading the contents of the informed consent form to the trial 

participant 

 Receiving the individual’s informed consent before a witness (legal 

requirement) 

 Attestation by the witness that the consent was given 

 Documentation of process 

 When feasible, written re-confirmation of informed consent from 

the participant 

 In-person visits:  

o All NSHA research staff should actively monitor themselves for COVID-19 

symptoms per NSHA guidelines.  

o When seeing patients in-person, NSHA’s Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) 

guidelines for COVID-19 must be followed. This includes screening all patients 

using NSHA’s COVID-19 Risk Assessment prior to them coming into any NSHA 

facility.  

https://www.cdha.nshealth.ca/telehealth-zoom/zoom-healthcare
https://doctorsns.com/sites/default/files/2020-05/toolkit-virtual-care.pdf
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77686
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79620
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79620
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=79144


 

COVID-19 Research Reintroduction FAQ  P a g e  | 11 

o Do not take study documents including personal health information home after 

seeing a study participant in-person. 

o Visits must take place within division clinics until Phase II.  

 

How can I get study product to participants without seeing them in-person? 

 Sponsors or sites can ship clinical trial investigational products (IP) from Canadian sites 

directly to trial participants. 

o This applies to all product formulations that a participant can take on their own. 

 Sites must have permission from study participant that their name and contact 

information will be used by a third party (courier). 

 IP must be transported, handled, and stored in a manner that mitigates the risk of 

exposure to temperatures outside labelled storage conditions.  

 The entire sending and receiving process must be documented, including verification 

that the IP was received by actual participant and instructions for use reviewed. 

 The NSHA REB must be informed. 

 

What about monitoring visits? 

 As per the memo circulated July 15th, monitors who are already residing in the Atlantic 

provinces of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Newfoundland and 

Labrador are now permitted to visit NSHA facilities in person for study monitoring 

purposes provided they have not been outside the Atlantic Provinces for 14 days and 

otherwise follow the NSHA’s COVID-19 Guidelines for Contractors and Vendors. Briefly, 

these require: 

o Screening prior to entering any NSHA facility, with results logged 

o Maintaining social distancing, and wearing masks where this is not possible 

o Proper hand and respiratory hygiene 

o Coordinating visits with relevant NSHA personnel 

o Frequent cleaning of all high-touch surfaces used 

o Avoiding face-to-face group contact whenever possible 

o  

 Remote source data verification may be completed as outlined in the memo. 

 We are working to find interim virtual solutions and will keep you informed on these 

developments.  

o Following discussions with NSHA Privacy and Information Management/ 

Information Technology (IM/IT) senior leadership, a potential solution to allow 

remote monitoring has been identified and a Privacy Impact Assessment is being 

conducted.  

 

Other resources: 

Health Canada guidance on management of clinical trials during the COVID-19 pandemic 

  

 

http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76647
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/drug-products/announcements/management-clinical-trials-during-covid-19-pandemic.html
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FAQ on the Research Methods Unit (RMU) 
 

Which studies are being prioritized for RMU support?  

 

Current Priorities (COVID-19 projects)  

 The RMU continues to focus on new trials related to COVID-19.  

 

Projects accepted prior to and after March 20, 2020 

 We are currently unable to provide specific timelines for project deliverables for 

non-COVID-19 related projects as they are subject to change due to COVID-19 

related priorities. This will mean that support for ongoing non-COVID-19 research 

studies that were accepted before and after March 20, 2020 may be delayed. 

 However, RMU consultants will make every effort to ensure that projects have the 

necessary support from us to: 

o Meet funding requirements, or 

o Meet deadlines for graduation from resident programs 

 To facilitate any of the above, please provide us with sufficient notice, so that we 

can make the necessary changes to try and accommodate these requests. This is 

not a guarantee and is based on whether our current capacity allows for such 

accommodation. 

 RMU process: if you have an ongoing study with the RMU and require project 

deliverables for funding or graduation purposes, please communicate with your 

RMU consultant what project deliverables are required and the date by which they 

are required. We will work with you to identify solutions.  

 

Are you accepting new projects? 

 For all new project requests, the RMU is currently unable to conduct statistical 

analysis on new projects until the fall. Capacity will be reassessed on an ongoing 

basis. We will inform the research community when we are able to meet demand. We 

thank you for your understanding and support. 
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FAQ on Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
 

Where do I get PPE for research purposes? 

 For research being conducted in clinics, PPE should be accessed through the clinic, and 

the clinic/departmental PPE requisitions should account for this need. 

 For research being conducted in the Centre for Clinical Research, masks can be 

obtained from the reception desk at the University Avenue entrance. 

 

How do I properly wear a mask/gloves correctly while at work? 

 Health Care Workers Masking FAQs  

 How to wear a procedure mask  

 Universal masking do’s and don’ts 

 Guide for putting on PPE  

 Message to Physicians and Staff Masking Guidelines  

 

How do I properly remove mask/gloves while at work? 

Guide for removing PPE  

Infection Prevention and Control PPE educational resources (Slides)  

 Point of Care Risk Assessment  

 Guide to Putting On Personal Protective Equipment-Droplet and Contact Precautions  

 Guide to Removing Personal Protective Equipment- Droplet and Contact Precautions  

 Do’s and Don’ts- Gloves  

 Do’s and Don’ts- Gowns  

 Do’s and Don’ts- Masks  

 Do’s and Don’ts- Respirators  

 Buddy Checklist for Putting On & Removing PPE- Droplet and Contact Precautions for 

COVID-19 

 Learning Module for Routine Practices and Additional Precautions  

 

What are the procedures for cleaning and disinfecting? 

 Clearing and Disinfecting Procedures for Eye/Face Protection 

 Cleaning and Disinfecting the Environment and Devices for Primary Health Care  

 Decontaminating Trays and Drugs returned to Pharmacy  

 

Any special considerations for booking Diagnostic Imaging? 

DI booking procedures April 21, 2020  

 

Provincial e-Learning Modules 

 Routine Practices (Code 0479.01) 

 Additional Precautions (Code 0023.01) 

 Personal Protective Equipment (Code 0373.01) 

http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77988
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=78110
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=80380
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76567
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77858
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76569
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=78207
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76565
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76567
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76569
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76791
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76795
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76807
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76805
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77638
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77638
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/nsha/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=5&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=66751
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=78717
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=76462
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=77766
http://policy.nshealth.ca/Site_Published/covid19/document_render.aspx?documentRender.IdType=6&documentRender.GenericField=&documentRender.Id=78485
https://elearning.nshealth.ca/Studio


 

COVID-19 Research Reintroduction FAQ  P a g e  | 14 

 Point of Care Risk Assessment (Code 0419.01) 

 Hand Hygiene 

 

Where can I learn more? PPE video education:  

 Donning and Doffing Instructions: PPE Used for Droplet and Contact Precautions  

 Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) training module for COVID-19 response  

 Spot the Trouble - PPE - Complete Video Series  

 Spot the Trouble - PPE - Scenario 1 Blood Pressure - Video  

 Spot the Trouble - PPE - Scenario 2 Cell Phone - Video  

 Spot the Trouble - PPE - Scenario 3 Pincer Grasp - Video  

 Spot the Trouble - PPE - Scenario 4 Alcohol Based Hand Rub - Video  

 Spot the Trouble - PPE - Scenario 5 Multiple Patients - Video  

 Spot the Trouble - PPE - Scenario 6 At Curtain PPE Removal - Video  

 Spot the Trouble - PPE - Scenario 7 No PPE - Video  

 

  

https://vimeo.com/397525490
https://vimeo.com/413169352/e2c5325882
https://vimeo.com/channels/1164057/403061521
https://vimeo.com/channels/1164057/403055489
https://vimeo.com/channels/1164057/403056150
https://vimeo.com/channels/1164057/403057448
https://vimeo.com/channels/1164057/403060104
https://vimeo.com/channels/1164057/403058007
https://vimeo.com/channels/1164057/403059433
https://vimeo.com/channels/1164057/403061224
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Other Questions on Research Operations 
 

How do I access Zoom for Healthcare for my research group?  

 See the NSHA’s Zoom for Healthcare page  

 

Where can I get data on COVID-19 testing to use for research purposes? 

 Nova Scotia COVID-19 testing data is stored in the Panorama database administered by 

the Department of Health and Wellness (DHW). For more information, please contact 

Tessah Woodman, DHW Privacy Analyst, at Tessah.Woodman@novascotia.ca. 

 

Can I hire students or other new staff?  

 Hiring and orientation of staff within Research and Innovation for the summer months 

will continue based on organizational needs.  

 Please consult the recruitment resources on the NSHA’s intranet page. 

 

Have there been any further developments regarding the Canada Research Continuity 

Emergency Fund (CRCEF)?  

 The federal government announced details on the $450M CRCEF on June 23rd.  The 

three-stage program will be administered by the Social Sciences and Humanities 

Research Council (SSHRC) on behalf of the Tri-Agency.  Demonstration of need will be 

required for all 3 stages; research funded by non-government sources that has been 

impacted and/or delayed entirely or partly is eligible.   

 The CRCEF will provide support for two main research areas: 

o Wage support (up to 75% for 12 weeks; $847/week maximum) for eligible 

research personnel who were paid from non-governmental sources (March 

15 – August 29) (Stages 1 and 2, $325M available nationally); 

o Incurred costs associated with maintenance and ramp-up of research 

activities (Stage 3, $125M available nationally– still in development). 

 Stage 1 allocations will be awarded to universities and affiliate hospitals. The NSHA, 

together with Dalhousie University and the IWK Health Centre (IWK), submitted a Stage 

1 application to CRCEF on July 7.  CRCEF Stage 1 funds are expected to be received by 

late July. 

 The terms of the CRCEF specify that Universities/Hospitals must establish “appropriate 

procedures, systems and controls to ensure that agency and program policies and 

requirements are followed.” An internal committee to facilitate CRCEF, including 

representatives from the NSHA, Dalhousie, and the IWK, has been formed for this 

purpose. CRCEF has confirmed that Stage 1 is primarily a research accounting exercise 

and reimbursement of accounts is expected.  Personnel who have been laid off or 

furloughed may also be eligible but must be rehired.  As a Tri-Agency program, CRCEF 

is committed to equity, diversity and inclusion (EDI). 

https://www.cdha.nshealth.ca/telehealth-zoom/zoom-healthcare
mailto:Tessah.Woodman@novascotia.ca
http://intra.nshealth.ca/recruitment/SitePages/Resources.aspx
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 Process for Researchers 

o Each institution is using internal financial data to identify research accounts 

with non-governmental funding and personnel costs; 

o The CRCEF committee is developing a form for researchers to complete and 

submit which will, among other things, check account information and 

capture reporting requirements; 

o Researchers identified will be contacted directly, although, in an effort to 

ensure no one eligible is omitted, the form will be available to all 

researchers; 

o The form is expected to be available in the coming weeks; a one or two week 

timeframe for researchers to respond is expected. 

 All Stage 1 funding must be internally allocated before a Stage 2 application can be 

considered. 

 Researchers interested in the CRCEF eligibility criteria and other details should review 

the following two sites: 

o https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/crcef 

o FAQs:  https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/crcef-

fucrc/stage-etape-1/faq-eng.aspx 

 

Where can I find other education and research resources related to COVID-19? 

 Education sessions and recordings of information and research resources related to 

COVID-19  

 Research Services Rapid Reviews   

 NSHA COVID-19 update (Coronavirus blog)  

 

External Links  
 COVID-19 Pandemic Guidance for the Health Care Sector - Gov of Canada  

 Guide sur la pandémie de COVID-19 pour le secteur de la santé - Gouv du Canada  

 Know the Difference - Self-monitoring, Self-Isolation & Isolation  

 Nova Scotia Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Website  

 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) Cases in Nova Scotia - Data Visualization  

https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/crcef
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/crcef-fucrc/stage-etape-1/faq-eng.aspx
https://www.sshrc-crsh.gc.ca/funding-financement/crcef-fucrc/stage-etape-1/faq-eng.aspx
https://library.nshealth.ca/COVID19Research
https://library.nshealth.ca/COVID19Research
https://library.nshealth.ca/RSRapidReviews
https://covid19hub.nshealth.ca/blog
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/2019-novel-coronavirus-infection/health-professionals/covid-19-pandemic-guidance-health-care-sector.html
https://www.canada.ca/fr/sante-publique/services/maladies/2019-nouveau-coronavirus/professionnels-sante/covid-19-guide-pandemie-secteur-sante.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/publications/diseases-conditions/self-monitoring-self-isolation-isolation-for-covid-19.html
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/
https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/data/

