
 

 

 

memorandum 

To: Nova Scotia Health Research & Innovation Community 

From: Dr. Gail Tomblin Murphy, VP Research, Innovation & Discovery and CNE 

Dr. Jordan Warford, Senior Director, Research 

Ms. Doris Grant, Senior Director, Innovation 

Dr. Adrian MacKenzie, Director, Research 

Date: July 20, 2020 – Amended July 24, 2020 

Re: Reintroduction of Research - Update 

 

Over the past several weeks, our research community has continued to demonstrate the resilience 

and commitment to patient care that has informed collaborative decision making and positioned 

teams for maximal success in the months ahead. We are pleased to provide an update on our 

reintroduction plan launched June 8, 2020. Some highlights include: 

 

 Non-interventional studies not involving in-person contact have been given blanket 

approval by the NSHA Research Ethics Board (REB) to continue, and over 90% of 

interventional studies approved by the REB prior to COVID-19 currently have active status. 

 On-site visit by study monitors who are residents of the Atlantic Provinces are now 

permitted under specific conditions outlined in our July 15th memo. 

o We are working with Information Management/Information Technology and Privacy 

to provide a remote monitoring solution for monitors who still require access.  

 The Centre for Clinical Research will resume welcoming research participants in the weeks 

ahead. We are actively working with Facilities Management to prepare the facility. The 

effective date and clinical operating procedures will be shared with you next week.  

 We are working with Dalhousie University and the IWK Health Centre to establish procedures 

to facilitate Canada Research Continuity Emergency Fund (CRCEF) distribution. Further 

details on the status of the CRCEF are provided in the memo distributed July 16th and in the 

attached Frequently Asked Questions document.  

 

The reintroduction of research will continue to progress on a continuum as operational capacity 

and other conditions permit.  

 

While we have met many of the indicators required for Phase II, several shared services continue to 

face high-pressure volumes and not all of our facilities are prepared to resume activity. This has 

not deterred our teams from making significant progress and we anticipate a return to pre-COVID 

capacity in the near future. 

 

Any team with a study categorized as Phase II or III is encouraged to contact the leadership of the 

shared services they require to determine if capacity is available. Should your study have sufficient 
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supports in place, please proceed with submitting the required REB re-introduction plan 

amendment. We are committed to the safe resumption of as many studies as our health system can 

accommodate.  

 

In the interim, based on continued engagement with our provincial Research & Innovation 

community, we have updated the Frequently Asked Questions document originally distributed on 

June 8th with additional and updated information.  

 

Please review this document and direct any additional queries pertaining to the reintroduction of 

research to COVID19Research@nshealth.ca where they will be reviewed and answered by our 

working group consisting of senior R&I leadership, quality, REB, and shared services operations. 

 

The entire Research & Innovation team remains ready to assist you with reinstating your research 

and adapting to our new operating environment. Thank you again for your tireless work and 

dedication to transforming health and healthcare through research. 
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