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We invite cancer patients to consider joining an exciting new Advisory Committee 

opportunity 

Do you: 

 Have a personal experience with Radiation Therapy? 

 An interest in mental health screening for cancer patients? and 

 Are you familiar with (have heard about) electronic apps to record data to your health 

providers? 

The Department of Radiation Oncology (DRO) is looking to recruit two (2) Volunteer Patient 

Family Advisors to become members of the Patient Reported Outcomes (PRO) project Advisory 

Committee. 

 

Screening for distress allows Health Care Providers (HCPs) to identify and respond to a 

range of concerns (i.e., emotional, physical, psychological, social, practical, and spiritual) 

experienced by cancer patients. Completing a “distress screen” helps both patients and 

families manage cancer-related concerns. Currently, the patient completes this distress 

screen at various times in their cancer journey.  

This new project, funded by the Canadian Partnership Against Cancer, aims to build upon 

the current paper based model and introduce an electronic application for patients to enter 

their information during and post treatment. 

 

The introduction of this electronic model of distress screening will take place in the Halifax, 

Saint John and Sydney radiation oncology sites. The project will be piloted to Head and Neck 

cancer patients. The long-term goal is to have this available to all radiotherapy patients.   

 

This project has the potential to benefit our patients by: 

1. Enhancing communication between patients and physicians regarding distress 

symptoms 

2. Improving patient access to necessary referrals 

3. Reducing ER visits and unintended hospitalization  

4. Improving overall cancer patient experience  

5. Developing culturally appropriate and safe distress screening 

 

Having patients as part of the advisory team will help ensure we can best address patient 

centred issues.   

 

Interested to join us? 

Do you have: 

 A personal experience with radiation therapy in Nova Scotia or Saint John? (as a 

patient, over 18 years) 

 An ability to communicate the perspective of patients and families?  

 A willingness to work collaboratively in a group forum that includes health 

professionals, senior administrators and patients? 
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 The time to attend meetings during business hours through distance technology? 

o 4 meetings per year over a two year time frame  

 

NSH Cancer Care Program Commitment  

 We are committed to involving and supporting Public Advisors to help inform a patient 

centred approach to cancer care. 

 Orientation to the role will be provided  

 The Cancer Care Program Engagement, Diversity and Vulnerable Populations Lead will 

support your onboarding. 

 

It is important to note that participating (or choosing not to participate) will not impact 

your current or future health care in any way. 

 

We do not expect Public Advisors to be or become experts in clinical matters or research – 

your experience provides you with a unique perspective to share.  

 

Interested? 

 If you are interested, please respond by via email by November 22, 2020 to Leslie Hill, 

Engagement, Diversity and Vulnerable Populations Lead, leslie.hill@nshealth.ca   

Selection Process 

 Applicants will be contacted for a phone interview as part of the selection process.  

 Final selection of committee members will be at the discretion of the project leads. 

 

Successful applicants will need to  

 Sign and comply with confidentiality and conflict of interest policies of the NSH 

 Complete a Criminal Records Check 

o Reimbursement of fee will be provided  

  Attend NSHA Volunteer General Orientation in your zone  
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